letter to the Committee of Estates regretting that their
grievous sins had been visited with such dire punishment
and hoping the Lord would vouchsafe His help in future
enterprises. He was learning the patter.

He was also coming to the conclusion he would have to
assert himself. He feared that if he defied his Scotsmen
they might turn him over to the English but it was a risk
he would have to run.

" The Scots have dealt very ill with me, very ill," he told
the one trusty messenger he could find to carry word of his
plans to friends abroad.

He had decided on an open break. Middleton was a
cavalier of the type Charles understood, and the Earl had
the nucleus of an army in the Highlands. Charles thought
the royal presence might inspire all the clans to rise. Even
more successfully than Montrose had done, he would sweep
down upon the south. Then he would indeed be King of
Scotland and ready to deal with Cromwell, One day, on
plea of going hunting, he escaped into the hills with only
two attendants. But he had confided in Buckingham, and
the friend of his childhood betrayed him to Argyll. The
runaway was caught before he had gone forty miles.

However, he had scared the Scots into a semblance of
reason. They had nothing to gain by giving him up to the
English, and such a course or any other which led to bodily
harm to the King might mean their ruin. They knew, al-
though they kept their knowledge from Charles, that the
people were still Stuart royalists. Besides they needed him
to rally a new army, for the name of the Kirk was no longer
enough. Therefore they allowed their King to recall some
of his old friends. He was taken into the confidence of the
government and sometimes his opinion was regarded. He
was promised a formal coronation and the command of an
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